The Angelus

ST. MicHAEL & ALL ANGELS EriscoraL CHURCH

Dear friends,

The month of March finds us in the second half of the season of
Lent. As Fr. Christopher suggested in his sermon on the first
Sunday of Lent, perhaps we have gone with Jesus into the desert.
Perhaps, like Jesus, we are saying “no” to temptations and
distractions that cushion us from feeling our life as it really is, and
we are experiencing evenings or days off with nothing to do, or a
lonely or tired feeling without taking our habitual escape route
from it.

When | do this, | see that while my life in these desert times is
not always fun or satisfying or comfortable, it is more real. It's like
| hit a sort of matter-of-fact clarity, a sober bottom where | plunk
down on the ground and accept my experience, whatever it is.
Laying aside my self-distractions, | actually find that it is a relief
to land in this place of reality. God is there, and it is enough.

As March comes to a close, we enter the paschal mystery of
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. With Jesus, we enter our
own paschal mystery, too. Washing one another’s feet on Maundy
Thursday, we feel our own tenderness towards all humanity, the
same humanity for whom Jesus died. Spending an hour in vigil in
the church that night when Jesus was betrayed in Gethsemane, we
wait with fear and trust in our own times of unknowing. Walking
in pilgrimage to Chimayo or hearing the story of the crucifixion in
the church on Good Friday, we recall our sacrifices and our
suffering that we offer to God. And celebrating the color, music,
light, and joy on the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, we allow
ourselves to feel that in God, for us, too, everything is made new.

Lent and the paschal mystery take us, if we are open to it, into
the depths of our own experience and into the depths of grace. We
hit bottom and find we are grounded; we love, wait, suffer, and we
are made new. None of this is something that we need to
accomplish by our own spiritual skill. It happens by the grace of
God when we invite it to happen.
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Upcoming
Dates

March 5-7
St. Michael’s Vestry retreat
March 13-14
Daylight Savings time
change
March 21
Vestry Meeting
March 28-April 4
Holy Week and Easter
(see article)
April 6
Parish Office Closed
April 11
Baptisms
April 13
Nominees for bishop in
public forum at cathedral
April 18
Good Books Sale
April 24

Election of the bishop for the '

diocese

All Angels Rummage Sale

Can you invite this mystery to take place in you this season? As you
hear the ancient, mythic story of the Christ figure, can you place
yourself in the scene? If you do, you might find that this is not just
history; it is not just a myth. It is real, and it will set you free.

In Christ,
=~ C/W —+—

Lenten Devotionals from
Episcopal Relief & Development

This Lent you can find devotional materials provided by Episcopal
Relief and Development (ERD) in the church Narthex. Lent offers us
the opportunity to reflect on our lives, our neighbors and our world.
As you embark on your spiritual journey this season, Episcopal Relief
and Development asks you to remember your neighbors in need,
through a focus on several of the Millennium Development Goals that
have helped to galvanize an unprecedented international effort to
help a hurting world. Pick up one of these thoughtful and inspiring
devotionals as a companion on your Lenten journey.

Parking Challenges and Options

With the construction of our Ministry Complex, we have temporarily
lost our west parking lot. We hope that you are finding adequate
parking in the following locations:

- our east lot adjacent to the parish hall (handicap spaces are there)
- the far east lot, recently expanded by some 35 new spaces
- at Stucco Seal, two blocks west of the church

Members who can easily walk some distance are asked to park as far
away as possible, leaving the close-in spaces for the elderly, the
handicapped, and visitors.



Holy Week and Easter at St. Michael’s

Palm Sunday, March 28

At all services, the liturgy will focus on the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem
as the Messiah. We begin with a festive procession outside, waving palm branches
and singing his praises.

Tenebrae, Tuesday March 30, 7pm
This service is a dramatic blend of the themes and moods of Holy Week, with special music and
readings from various sources, including scripture.

Maundy Thursday, April 1

9:30 Eucharist — focus on the Last Supper

6pm Eucharist and Footwashing — we hear readings about Jesus’ call for us to be servants, as
he was; we wash one another’s feet, strip the altar, and begin an all-night watch with Jesus in the
church, remembering his time in the Garden of Gethsemene.

Good Friday, April 2

12-3 Liturgy — readings from the Passion Narrative, homilies, lengthy

contemplative silences, Stations of the Cross, and chant fill this time that Jesus

was on the cross.

Parish Pilgrimage to Chimayo — walk the Way of the Cross with other

parishioners and thousands of pilgrims to the historic, healing church in Northern New Mexico.
Information to follow.

7pm Liturgy — the Passion Narrative, sermon, and music from our 11:15 Sunday choir.

Holy Saturday, April 3, 9am
A very short service of waiting by the tomb, hoping for new life. Followed by decorating and
preparing our sacred space for Easter services. Help needed!

Easter Sunday, April 4

6am The Great Vigil — an outdoor fire in the early morning darkness,
with the light slowly increasing as readings of God’s renewing Spirit are
shared, the Resurrection is triumphantly proclaimed, Holy Baptism, and a
breakfast following.

9am Eucharist — with our usual 9am Sunday music, a festive liturgy of
Resurrection.

11:15 Eucharist — with our 11:15 choir and instrumental ensemble,
featuring portions of Bach’s Easter Oratorio




Pilgrimage to Chimayo
(Bendito sea Dios, Los angeles
cantan y alaban a Dios)

Good Friday, April 2nd

Go on Pilgrimage with the St. Michael’s Community and join
thousands of others as we walk to the Santuario de Chimayo, a place
of prayer, healing and deep spiritual connection. The pilgrimage will
be led by Fr. Christopher McLaren, Fr. Daniel Gutierrez, and The Rev.
Wally Ford and Oleta Saunders on April 2nd Good Friday. Join us for
our first preparatory meeting at 12:15 pm on Sunday March 14th
after the last morning Eucharist. Registration for the walk is $20 with
scholarships available. The Pilgrimage is organized so that all levels
of walkers can participate in it, including children with adult
supervision. For more information watch the Noticias and our weekly
EMessenger. =

Tea with Lady Carey

Dear Clergy of the Diocese of the Rio Grande,

You and your congregation are cordially invited to the Cathedral of
St. John for an elegant and joyous event this spring: an English-style
Tea on Mothering Sunday, March 14, at 4:00 pm in the Cathedral’s
Kaseman Hall. The guest of honor will be Lady Eileen Carey, wife of
the Rt. Rev. George Carey, the 103'd Archbishop of Canterbury. Lady
Carey will offer her reflections on the work to which her faith has
led her over the years. The cost of the Tea will be $30, a fund raiser
for the Cathedral Choir’s 2010 England tour. In August, the choir will
be in London for a week at st. Paul’s and Southwark Cathedrals, and
then for a week in York at the York Minster. All food and decorations
for the Tea will be prepared by members of the choir. You are also
most welcome to attend other events at the Cathedral of St. John in
which Bishop Carey will participate. He will give an address on
Friday, March 12, at 2:00 pm, in the context of Choral Evensong. On
Sunday morning, March 14, Bishop Carey will be the preacher at the
10:00am service. Those who wish to attend the Tea may sign up on
the enclosed sheet and make out their checks to The cathedral of St.
John, with , “Choir Tea” in the subject line. We would be delighted
to see you there!
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All Angels Day School

Growth and change is in the air! The construction project is
underway. The day school welcomed new board members and the
Vestry christened in new members as well for St. Michael’s. The All
Angels board had their annual retreat this past February as did the
vestry and we all were delighted that this happened on the same day.
This gave us the opportunity to meet incoming vestry members and
show our appreciation for all our united efforts in contributing to our
community here at St. Michaels.

Special ‘Thank You's’ go to our outgoing All Angels board
members Mari Garcia, Kristie Cothern and Mary Elliott. We welcome
Margo McCormick, who has served several times on the board and is
much appreciated every time, Cathy Sierra, who kindly stepped in to
fill a vacant board position, and Anna Chavez. Thanks to our outgoing
School Liaison Rebecca Carreras and we welcome Marybeth
Thompson.

Speaking of growth and change, be sure and schedule the All
Angels Rummage Sale in your calendars for April 24", What a great
opportunity to do some spring-cleaning and donate some of your
unwanted but delicately used items. Call the school office at 344-
5888 for details on how to donate items for the rummage sale. =

Lay Pastor Ministry

In November, St Michael’s was thrilled to commission 18 Lay Pastors.
These individuals recently completed two months of training for this
ministry and are committed to being available to parishioners who
may need support because of a difficulty in their lives. The
parishioners may be those who are on our current prayer list or who
may have called on clergy for help in a troubled time. Our lay pastors
have the gift of compassion and understand the importance of
honoring a confidence. Lay Pastors started calling on parishioners the
first of this year. If you should receive a call from a lay pastor, be
secure in knowing they bring a caring touch into your life. If you
have questions about this ministry, or would like a call from a lay
pastor, you may call the church office or Kay Veal at 899-0299. «




St. Michael’'s Purchases Conrad
Stack Property Next Door

We are very grateful to the handful of parishioners who contributed
$117,000 for the purchase of the small parcel of land adjacent to our
east parking lot, formerly owned by the late Conrad Stack.

Because of the depressed real estate market, we were able to
purchase the property for significantly less than the amount raised.
One of our donors graciously gave us permission to use a small
portion of their gift to expand parking in our far East lot (see above).
The remainder of the donations will be used to improve the Stack
property.

What will we do with this property? A committee of people
skilled in property evaluation and parish needs will be looking at our
options, which range from tearing the structures down, to storage,
outreach, parking, a green zone, and other ideas. What we do know is
that we need the space, and this previously-missing link in our
property now completes the campus and allows for more flexibility in
how we use it. =

St. Martin’s Hospitality Center
Breakfast March 14

Sunday, March 7, there will be a list of food items we serve at the
Center. Please sign up for the food you wish to bring. You may bring
the food to the church on Saturday, March 13th. You may also sign up
to help serve the food on March 14. If you will not be able to sign up,
please call Ina Stewart (898-9568) or Bianca Thayer (922-1974)
anytime to make arrangements before then. Please place any clothing,
toiletries, school items, baby needs (diapers, blankets, clothes,
powder) in the parish hall box labeled “St Martin”. <

Growing Pains, Time for Creative
Change!

Altar Guild-Evacuation Plans and Strategies for Accessibility

All the items will be moved from the Working Sacristy on or before

Feb. 20th. The Storage Room and Vesting Sacristy will be moved on

Feb 27th. You are invited to help with this move on Feb 27th. Check
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with the church office for time of arrival. The Working Sacristy,
Vesting Sacristy and the storage room located between the Sacristies
will be torn down and rebuilt. These rooms will be off limits for
several months during construction. =

Financial Report

The Financial news for period ending January 2010 is reported
below. In January we realized a net surplus totaling $47,667,
primarily due to approximately $37,000 of 2010 pledges paid in
2009 posted to January 2010 income. Even considering this, pledge
income was much higher this month than in the past three years. We
hope this pattern of giving will continue.

Most of our parishioners have made their 2010 pledges and we
are so grateful. However, if you have not yet turned in your 2010
pledge, please do so at your earliest convenience.

You will also notice under the New Building Project, a significant
reduction in the fund balance at the end of January. This is due to
paying off our Mortgage at 719 Montano and the closing costs for our
New Ministry Complex construction loan.

During this Holy season, and as we await the arrival of spring,
we again give thanks for your continued generosity and support of
our faith community.

Income

January 2010 Year to Date
Income $108,095 $108,095
Expenses $60,428 $60,428
Net $47,667 $47,667
Pledges

January 2010 Year to Date
actual $101,017 $101,017
budgeted $52,376 $52,376
variance $48,641 $48,641

New Building Project

Beginning Current Month  Current Month  Ending
Balance Receipts Expenses Balance
01/01/2010 01/31/10 01/31/10 01/31/10
$413,505 $36,736 $315,129 $135,112
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New Books in Library
March 2010

Russian & Greek Icons (Call Number 704.9482 Rus 1982) contains

color photographs of Russian and Greek icons from the t13th through
the 19" century. The icons are from the Charles Pankow collection at
the Van Doren Gallery in San Francisco. Icon painters take note.

Theological Premises of
Episcopalian Work on Behalf of
Immigrants and Refugees

No leap of theology is required to place ministry to displaced,
uprooted persons in a fundamental relationship to our Christian
calling. As we are initiated into our faith through baptism, we are
reminded in the covenant made at baptism that we must “seek and
serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself” and
“strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being”. The Baptismal covenant is a call to
reach out to those who are a part of a suffering community.
Commencing with the Old Testament, God reminds the people of
Israel in Leviticus to extend themselves to strangers since they too
experienced alienation as inhabitants of another land. To be linked to
our immigrant origins and to affirm our nation as one having a
vibrant immigrant tradition is to recall our roots as a basis for
identifying with those who are repeating, although often under more
traumatic circumstances, the journey of earlier sojourners.
Unfortunately, our recollection must also include those periods in our
history where nativism and parochialism painfully thwarted the
aspirations of newcomers to find a comfortable welcome in their
adopted homeland.

(...) Probably no Gospel story so clearly underscores the
hospitality expected of us as than that of the Good Samaritan. On so
many levels, the account of the Samaritan offering comfort and
support to the wounded traveler underscores the Gospel imperative of
hospitality. This parable reminds us that neighbors are often unlike
us and may come from communities and regions that have been
shunned or treated with disdain. Yet, we are told to embrace an
inclusive view of family and community in expressing our faith. In
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the parable, the provision of hospitality is more than a gesture - it is
a willingness to see the hurt friend through to recovery, to make a
difference in restoring hope to the suffering. We are admonished to
create the time and space to extend help. The story of the Good
Samaritan calls us to invest ourselves in the restoration and recovery
of others regardless of circumstance. It is also a message against the
racism and prejudice that can affect our attitude toward refugees and
immigrants. =

Nominees for Bishop Appear at
Cathedral on April 13

Parish forum scheduled April 21

The 5 nominees for bishop (names, bios & resumes available at http:/
/www.dioceserg.org/bishop_search.php) will be touring our diocese
in early April. There will be an opportunity for all Albuquerque
Episcopalians to hear the nominees and ask questions in the evening
of Tuesday April 13, at the Cathedral.

After this, we will have our own parish forum at 7pm on
Wednesday April 21 to share our impressions of the nominees. Voting
clergy and parish delegates and wardens will be present to listen,
and to offer their input as well. The election for the bishop will take
place on the following Saturday, April 24. =

Reassembling the Fragments of
Love: Living Eucharistically

March 7, 14, 21 Led by St. Michael’s Clergy and Guest
presenters.
Explore and deepen your understanding of what we do together on
Sunday mornings as a community. How does the Eucharist intend to
shape us into the people of God? How does it connect to our daily
lives? What does it mean to say we are the Body of Christ?

¢ March 7- Fr. Daniel The Eucharist and Reconciliation

+ March 14- Fr. Christopher and Kip Bobroff - The Eucharist

at Corinth and Now
+ March 21- Deacon Jan The Dismissal and the World =
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A Morning of Monastic
Reflection

Saturday, March 13 from 9:00 am-12:00 pm at Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary Catholic Community in Albuquerque. Presented by The
Monastery of Christ in the Desert.

Join us for a morning of reflection as we learn from this vibrant
tradition. Discover ways to deepen and support your life as a lay
person in this informational and spiritual growth experience. Our
time will include chanting portions of the Daily Office, presentations
about monastic life and practices, discussion of one’s spiritual journey,
information about the flourishing international community at the
Monastery and how you can help support it. «

Diocesan Standing Committee
Withholds Consent on L.A.
Bishop,

Allows Bishop Gene Robinson to
Visit St. Michael’'s June 27

In December, our Vestry and clergy sent a letter to the Standing
Committee urging their consent to the election of Mary Glasspool and
Diane Bruce as assisting bishops in the diocese of Los Angeles.
Glasspool happens to be a lesbian, and has been in a committed
relationship with someone for 19 years. In January, our Standing
Committee voted to give consent to Bruce, but not to Glasspool. No
explanation has yet been given for their vote.

In order for elections to be complete, consents from a majority of
bishops and Standing Committees throughout the church are required
by early March. The results of this will be posted in the April issue of
the Angelus.

Our Standing Committee also decided to allow Bishop Gene
Robinson, a partnered gay man and bishop of the Diocese of New
Hampshire, to preach and celebrate at St. Michael’s on Sunday June
27. Bishop Robinson will be in town that weekend for Santa Fe Gay
Pride festivities and an Equality New Mexico event in Albuquerque.
Bishop Robinson will preach and celebrate at least for the morning
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services on June 27, and there will be an opportunity for dialogue
with the congregation that morning as well.

We are grateful to the Standing Committee for this decision, and
hope that it signals a new era of openness, acceptance, and healing in
our diocese. =

New Literature Rack in the Nave

We are very pleased to have a brand new literature rack in the Nave.
Communication will be placed here through the communications office
in an effort to keep everyone informed about our many on-going
ministries at St. Michael’s. Please help us to direct visitors to this area
for further information. If you have an event or offering that you would
like to communicate with the Parish, please continue to place these in
the Parish Hall. The station for ushers, vergers and servants of worship
has been moved down under the large Icons and will continue to be
used by these ministries.

Icon Guild Offerings

Icon Catch-up Open Studio

On March 20 (9:30 am-3:00 pm) in the St. Michael’s parish hall, The
Icon Guild will hold an open workshop for all those who have
unfinished icons from previous classes. We’ll provide assistance and
guidance to you, so you can finish. Please plan to attend so we can get
everyone caught up and completed.

NOTE: Please contact Sue Ellen if you plan to attend. $5.00 fee for
materials

Icon General Studio

April 17 (9:30 am-3:00 pm) in the St. Michael’s parish hall. The Icon
Guild offers an open studio for all those who can work independently,
with occasional consultation, with the more experienced members of
The Icon Guild. $5.00 fee for materials

Christ Is Among Us! He IS and Shall BE!

For more information:

Contact Sue Ellen Rael Phone 898-0754 or via srael32625@aol.com
oD
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Good Friday Lessons for
Children

This year on the morning of Good Friday St. Michael’s once again will
team with a few other Episcopal churches in Albuquerque to offer a
morning of instruction and fun crafts on the themes of Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. This year our outreach focus will be on APS
Title 1's provision of meals for homeless students to take home

in the evenings and on weekends. On Good Friday, the kids will be
filling Ziploc bags with a variety of healthy snacks that don’t require
cooking. Each church is providing one of the items, and Francesca
volunteered to provide raisins and dried fruits, with the goal of filling
100 bags. If you could help by purchasing individual-serving sized
packets of raisins or dried fruits, your gift will be appreciated by one
of the many homeless students served by APS. Please call Francesca
with any questions (275-3160 or 459-4250). Your contribution may be
dropped off at the office during the week, or give it to Francesca on
any Sunday morning before Easter. -

Design Committee Report

The Work has begun!!

Over the next 6 months you will see a most amazing transformation of
what faith and community can do. Britton Construction has already
begun demolition and earth work. Around the beginning of March the
foundations and mechanical rough ins will begin. In April we should
be able to see the framing start. In May we will see the roof installed
and the interior work begins. In June and July we should see the
finishing touches as the project comes to completion, and start
anticipating our exciting move in process.

Parking will be an issue during this process. You will be hearing
more about parking options with the stucco company a few properties
to the west and we will soon remodel our east parking lot for greater
capacity. The purchase of 525 Montano, (the Conrad Stack property)
will allow for more flexibility and better flow from our east lot.

Some ministries will be more affected than others. The altar guild
sacristy and vesting sacristy are part of the remodel so those involved
will be moving to temporary areas, most likely the church office, for
some of the months of construction. The food pantry has lost valuable
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parking spaces used by the many that come for food and care. Britton
has been working with the food pantry each Tuesday to make this as
smooth as possible.

This is an exciting process. Please take a moment to thank those
who have given of their time and talents to the design process. Scott
Anderson, Stacy Moses, Judy Schaab, Evelyn Miller, Mike Maccini,
Irene Cook, Elizabeth Szalay, Michelle Keleher, Robin Hammer, John
Clauss, Francis Suggs, Elizabeth Chapman, Brian Taylor and
Christopher McClaren. Each of these individuals bring their unique
experience and passion to our design team.

Look at St. Michaels weekly online Messenger for pictures,
videos and updates.

Grace and Gratitude!
Steve Shelly, Design Chair

Musica Antigua de Albuquerque

Musica Antigua de Albuquerque will perform “The Queen of Scots &
Her Musick Fyne,” a concert of music from the Scottish court during
the 16th century. The performance will incorporate both vocal and
instrumental works, and the instruments that will be used include
recorder, shawm, Celtic harp, lute, sackbut, crumhorn, viola da gamba
and harpsichord.

Musica Antigua performers are David McGuire, Ruth Helgeson,
Dennis Davies-Wilson, Art Sheinberg, Colleen Sheinberg, and
Hovey Dean Corbin, Jr. The program will include music by Scottish
composers Robert Johnson, Andro Blackhall, James Lauder and
John Black, as well as a number of anonymous compositions from
Scottish manuscripts. Works by French composers such as Claudin
de Semisy, Pierre Certon, Etienne du Tertre and Pierre Attaingnant
will also be performed, representing the music that Mary heard
while living as a young girl at the court of France. The final piece on
the concert will be In angel’s weed, a lament on Mary’s death
set to the music of an elegy by the English composer William Byrd.
Performance Information:

¢ Sunday, March 7, 4:30 pm, Christ Lutheran Church,
1701 Arroyo Chamiso, Santa Fe
¢ Saturday, March 13, 7:30 pm, St. Michael & All Angels
13




Tickets $16 general admission, $13 seniors (65+), $9 full-time
students. Call (505) 842-9613 for information or reservations. «

Drink Deeper: For Spiritually
T hirsty Travelers

Drink Deeper: For Spiritually Thirsty Travelers
Sunday Evenings 6:30-8:00 Beginning February 21 and
ending May 23rd.

St. Michael’s Living Water team and New Members Ministry have
teamed up to offer a new opportunity to deepen your spiritual life.
Drink Deeper is for everyone, including those who has been through
a New Members class and found themselves wishing that the
experience could continue and deepen. Drink Deeper will cover a
variety of topics: prayer, worship, discernment, Holy Week, the
Eucharist, Psalms, Church History and more in an environment
oriented toward conversation. Expect quality presentations, engaging
conversations, and a deeper experience of community as we Drink
Deeper from the riches of our own faith tradition. Childcare will be
available and snacks will be served. For more information: Fr.

Christopher christopherm@all-angels.com or 345-8147 x15.

. February 28, March 7, 14- Psalms: Poetry for the
Soul, Fr Charles Pedersen

. March 21, 28- The Sacred Three Days: Exploring
the Liturgies of Holy Week - Fr. Christopher

. April 11,18- Discovering The Book of Esther: For

Such a Time as this, Finding your calling in the
Present, Deacon Judith Jenkins and Francesca
MacDowell, Godly Play Instructor

. April 25, May 2- Tuning up our Faith through the
Arts, Oleta Saunders

. May 9- Rediscovering the Lost Art of Sabbath, The
Rev. Sue Joiner

. May 16- Getting your 64 ounces, The Rev. Sue
Joiner.
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Meditations for Lent

The liturgy is cosmic art. [Through it] you achieve a personal
integrity which is neither rational nor emotional but total,
and therefore a total renewal of the self; you recover
something of the integrity of the self in the cosmic family
and share in some degree in the bringing back of the cosmos
to its source; and you respond to that divine power which
will give you the essential integrity without which nothing
else is of importance — the integrity of the self in the
infinity of God.

~ Gerald Vann

Live your silence, don’t merely endure it.
~ Pierre-Marie Delfieux

The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice,
accused him of being a bore — on the contrary: they thought
him too dynamic to be safe...so they did away with God in
the name of peace and quietness.

~ Dorothy Sayers

God did not spare his only Son, and God is not going to be
soft on his adopted ones, either.
~ The Hermitage Within

Bright sadness is the true message and gift of Lent. Little by
little we begin to understand, or rather to feel, that the
sadness of Lent is indeed “bright,” that a mysterious
transformation is about to take place in us....it is a deep
happiness which comes not from a single and particular
reason but from our soul having, in the words of
Dostoyevsky, touched “another world.” And that which it has
touched is made up of light and peace and joy, of an
inexpressible trust.

~Alexander Schmermann
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